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Advocate staff reports
Author Elizabeth Searle 
will discuss “Writing 
Seriously, About Sex” as a 
feature of 
this year’s 
C l a r e n c e 
“ S o c ” 
G l a s r u d 
l e c t u r e 





She will read from her 
work at 8 tonight, also in 
the Library Porch.
 The lecture series honors 
Glasrud, who served 23 
years as chair of MSUM’s 
English department.
 Searle's works include 
“Celebrities in Disgrace,” a 
novella and story collection 
that was a finalist for the 
Paterson Fiction Prize.
 Searle is also vice chair 
of PEN/New England and 
runs the annual Erotic PEN 
readings. This year Tufts 
University will premiere 
the highly publicized opera 
for which she wrote the 
libretto: “Tonya and Nancy: 
The Opera,” based on the 
1994 U.S. Figure Skating 
Championships.
Poet laureate and 2005 
Pulitzer Prize winner Ted 
Kooser is a busy man.
As of an e-mail sent to English 
professor Mark Vinz in 2005, 
Kooser has participated in 
more than 100 interviews and 
150 readings since his appoint-
ment in 2004, a number that 
has more than likely increased 
greatly since then.
In spite of his busy schedule, 
Kooser will be able to add 
MSUM to his list of places 
visited. He will give a reading 
at 8 p.m. Monday in Hansen 
Theatre as a part of the Tom 
McGrath Visiting Writers 
Series.
“How many Pulitzer Prize 
winners do we have on cam-
pus? Not many. So here’s an 
opportunity to hear one of the 
best in this country, and if 
somebody’s interested in writ-
ing at all, they should certainly 
consider going,” said Vinz.
Winning a Pulitzer Prize, 
in addition to being chosen 
as poet laureate, are not easy 
tasks to accomplish, Vinz 
observed.  He also believes 
that it would be difficult to 
find someone more qualified 
for the post than Kooser.
The author of 11 volumes of 
poetry, including his Pulitzer 
Prize winning "Delights and 
Shadows," and two books of 
prose, Kooser was born in 
Ames, Iowa and spent most 
of his life in the Midwest.  His 
numerous awards for his works 
include two poetry fellowships 
from the National Endowment 
for the Arts and the Nebraska 
Book Award for Nonfiction for 
"Local Wonders: Seasons in the 
Bohemian Alps."
Besides his laureate duties, he 
currently works as an English 
professor at the University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln and lives 
with his wife, Kathleen, on 
acreage near Garland, Neb.
“He’s the first poet laure-
ate that has come from the 
Midwest, and I think it’s 
about time. I think that’s one 
reason why he’s doing so 
much traveling, talking and 
so on. He’s promoting poetry 
in general, but he’s also pro-
moting Midwestern poetry, 
Midwestern writers,” said 
Vinz.
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A world of  
opportunities fill the 



















team falls again in 
difficult homestand 




Pulitzer Prize winner Ted Kooser has ties to MSUM professor
U.S. poet laureate to speak
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Ted Kooser will speak at 8 p.m. Monday in Hanson Theatre.
MSUM selected for iTunesU
A new wave of technology 
has taken over the MSUM 
campus. A student walking 
down the campus mall with 
headphones on their head 
and an iPod in their pockets 
is becoming a familiar sight. 
More than likely they are lis-
tening to their favorite band 
as they walk to class. They 
certainly aren’t listening to a 
lecture from last week’s biol-
ogy class. That is, until now.
MSUM recently signed a 
contract with Apple Corp., 
that enables the university to 
use a version of iTunes geared 
towards educational use. 
As one of very first “iTunes 
Universities,” MSUM students 
and professors will have access 
to Podcasts generated within 
the university community at 
absolutely no cost. It works 
like this: professors will digi-
tally record their lectures and 
use the Internet to generate a 
Podcast. Students can then log 
on to the MSUM Web site and 
download the lecture directly 
onto their iPod. Students can 
also share information with 
others through iTunes. With 
the use of Podcasts, students 
can share projects that are in 
mp3 format.
“This is a new initiative from 
Apple to provide service to 
higher education,” said Doug 
Hamilton, Executive Director 
of University Advancement.
Hamilton first heard about 
the concept of an iTunes U 
when he attended a seminar 
held on campus, and has been 
in favor of the idea ever since. 
“It’s innovative technology 
that will be of great benefit to 
our students,” Hamilton said. 
MSUM is in the process of 
adding the new iTunes fea-
tures to its Web site. With the 
help of Apple, the software 
should be added and available 
for use within a few of weeks. 
❒ ITUnES, back page
By ASHLEY JOHnK
Opinion Editor








Property found in CA.
Escort on campus from 
Owens.
Ambulance response to 
Nemzek fieldhouse.
Motor vehicle accident of 
employee on 6 Ave. So.
Vandalism in Snarr So.
Student senate 
offers saver cards
The  student  senate  is  spon-





be  picked  up  at  any  of  the 
following  locations:   Hendrix 






Minnesota State University Moorhead, Box 130 Moorhead, 
MN 56563
Located on the lower floor of Comstock Memorial Union 
Room 110





The Advocate is published weekly during the academic year, 
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the college administration, faculty or student body.
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Interpretive  Center  will  hold  a 
variety  of  presentations  until 
March 21.
Carol Grimm, will host "Body 
Art:  Is  beauty  really  only  skin 
deep?" at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday.
Grimm  will  look  at  the  his-
tory  and  cultural  significance 
of body modification including 
piercing and tattooing and why 
in  recent  years  there  has  been 
such an increase in body art.  
Jill  Johnson-Danielson  will 
facilitate  a  workshop  on  the 




encourage  women  to  feel  the 
beauty of spirit using  the sym-
bolism of the butterfly.
Rosalind  Wiseman  will  give 
a  presentation  on  the  topic, 




At  6:30  p.m.  March  21    there 
will  be  a  cross-cultural  girl 
panel  consisting  of  local  girls 
from  various  cultures.    They 
will  discuss  a  variety  of  topics 








  The  dragon  transfer  con-
nection  will  also  be  selling 
coupon  books  to  Herberger's 
community  day  sale  begin-
ning at 7 a.m. Saturday.
The  coupon  books  cost  $5 
and  contain  several  coupons, 
for $10 off any  item over $10, 
eight coupons between 10 per-
cent  to  20  percent  off  prod-
ucts throughout the store and 
a  coupon  for  $30  off  Clark 
shoes.




Faculty to perform 
tonight in Hansen
MSUM  presents  the  faculty 
jazz  combo  at  8  p.m.  tonight 
(Thursday)  in  the  Hansen 
Theatre.  It will feature Simon 
Rowe,  piano;  Tom  Strait, 
trumpet;  Dan  Phillips  and 




During the MSUM toothpick bridge contest in the CMU ballroom last Thursday, Robert Asp students place weights atop their bridge.
LYDIA NYGREN / THE ADVOCATE
First annual Japan 
night scheduled





Karate  and  Para  Para.  There 
will  be  a  variety  of  activities. 
For  more  information  visit 
www.mnstate.edu/japan.
MSUM to sell shirts 
at sporting events 
 Dragon Fire is selling t-shirts 
emblazoned  with  the  cheer, 
“Go Big Red” at all home ath-
letic  events  for  $10.  All  pro-
ceeds are dedicated to athletic 
scholarships.
Campus to hold an 











Judge to speak on 
campus today  
Judge  Galen  Vaa  will  pres-
ent  “The  Demise  of  the  Civil 
Jury  Trial  in  the  U.S.:    Should 
We Be Concerned?” in a brown 
bag  seminar  at  noon  today 
(Thursday) in the MSUM library 
porch. 
Vaa  is  a  district  court  judge 
for the Seventh Judicial District 






Career services to 
hold resume event   
  Career  Services  will  have 
a  non-teaching  resume  work-
shop  from  4:30  to  6  p.m.  on 
Monday in CMU 208. 
Caucus will cancel 













racism  training  from  8  to  5 
p.m.  on  Tuesday  in  the  CMU 
ballroom.
For  more  information  or  to 
sign  up  for  the  event  contact 
Amy  Phillips  at  ap@mnstate.
edu.
News Page 3, The AdvocateThursday, March 2, 2006
The Women's Center, in collab-
oration, with women's studies 
department, will present films, 
co-sponsor battle of the bands 
with CAB, bring in a top-notch 
Canadian musical act and three 
speakers to campus for women’s 
history month.
Faculty member Laurie 
Blunsom said they wanted to fo-
cus this year’s month long event 
on younger women’s issues.  
“We wanted topics that would 
be more accessible to them, not 
about the dry history stuff,” 
Blunsom said. “That’s why we 
turned to our students.”
Blunsom was quick to credit 
junior Scott Campbell with ar-
ranging many of the events. He 
wanted to keep the topic con-
temporary so he searched the 
Internet to find the films that 
will play throughout the month. 
From a list of 30 documentaries, 
he asked random people, to 
get a feel for where the interest 
lies.  Campbell chose the films 
based on the student body’s 
answers. The films range from 
women issues, such as women 
in music videos, to violence in 
video games. All movies are 
free and open to the public. The 
afternoon films begin either at 
noon or 1 p.m. and be shown in 
the Women’s Center. All of the 
night films will be held at 7 p.m. 
in King Auditorium. 
The battle of the bands will 
take place at noon on March 25 
in the CMU ballroom. To be eli-
gible, bands must have a female 
musician as a pertinent part of 
the group. Campbell said the 
winner of the contest will open 
for Easily Amused, a Canadian 
group which has won in Cana-
da’s music awards.
Campbell’s intimate knowl-
edge of Easily Amused comes 
from family ties. “It’s my cous-
in,” Campbell said. “It’s a duet 
though and the lead vocalist is 
a female.”
The first speaker to present on 
campus will be Kasi Jackson. 
Her topic will be Sexploration, a 
look at women in sci-fi motion 
pictures and TV shows.  The 
presentation will be at 7 p.m. 
March 30 in Science Lab 104.
Jackson has a minor in women’s 
studies and a degree in biology. 
She has utilized the two bodies 
of knowledge in her work for 
the women’s studies program at 
the University of West Virginia, 
studying the process of science 
from a feminist approach.
The other speakers who will 
be on campus on March 31 will 
consist of the two authors who 
wrote the book, "Alien Women." 
The novel is a first to trace wom-
en’s struggles intertwining the 
subject into the sci-fi genre.  
Faculty member Andrew Chen, 
met the authors at a conference 
a few years back. Chen contin-
ued to see them at the same con-
ference and spoke to them about 
coming to campus.
“They seemed more than 
happy to publicize their book,” 
Chen said.
The Women’s Center will also 
have $8 t-shirts for sale. A stu-
dent designed the logo on the 
shirt. 
The logo is a wave with the 
words, “Ride the third wave,” 
are on the front of the shirt.  
“It’s a contemporary term 
for the next wave of feminism 
movement,” Blunsom said.  “As 
opposed to us old fogies, we’re 
second wave.”
For more information about the 
events taking place throughout 
the month, visit www.mnstate.
edu/women/events/whm06.
htm or contact Laurie Blunsom 
at womenstu@mnstate.edu.
Porter can be reached 
at porterba@mnstate.edu.
Women's Center plans film festival
Canadian band to open battle of bands contest celebrating Women's History Month
We wanted topics 
that would be more 
accessible to them, 
not about the dry 
history stuff. That's 




“ My Feminism: Interviews with feminist lead-ers including Bell Hooks, Gloria Steinem, and 
Urvsahi Vaid are intercut with documentary 
sequences to explore the past and present 
status of the women's movement. 
 
Dreamworlds II: Desire, Sex and Power in 
Music Video: Illustrates the systematic repre-
sentations of women in music video, and how 
these representations tell a dangerous and 
narrow set of stories about what it means to be 
female or male.
 
Game Over: Gender, Race and Violence in 
Video Games: Video and computer games 
represent a $6 billion a year industry. One out 
of every 10 households in American owns a 
Sony Playstation. This documentary address-
es the fastest growing segment of the media 
through engaging questions of gender, race 
and violence
 
Picture Perfect: Looks at the effects of media 
images on women's physical, psychological, 
and emotional health. Using the voices of a 
diverse range of girls and women, this video 
examines topics including the interplay of race 
and ethnicity; body image, dieting, and eat-
ing disorders; and early influences including 
cartoons, toys, and Barbie.
 
Western Eyes: Examines internalized racism 
and the search for self-acceptance through the 
experiences of Maria Estante and Sharon Kim, 
young women of Asian descent contemplat-
ing cosmetic surgery. They both believe their 
appearance, specifically their eyes, affect the 
way they are perceived.
 
My Husband Doesn't Mind If I Disco: Tibet 
is often portrayed as a land suffocating under 
Chinese communist rule. In reality, most Tibet-
ans have learned to draw from both traditional 
Tibetan values and the newer ideologies of the 
state. This program explores the impact of this 
process on the lives of the women of one com-
munity in eastern Tibet.
 
Senorita Extraviada, Missing Young Wom-
an: The haunting story of the more than 200 
kidnapped, raped and murdered young women 
of Juárez, Mexico. Visually poetic, yet unflinch-
ing in its gaze, this compelling investigation 
unravels the layers of complicity that have 
allowed for the brutal murders of women living 
along the Mexico-U.S. border. 
 
Killing us Softly 3: Produced by Jean Kil-
bourne, filmmaker of Killing Us Softly (1979) 
and Still Killing Us Softly (1987), this program 
reviews how, and if, images of women in ad-
vertising have changed in the last 20 years.
 
Beyond Killing Us Softly: The Strength to 
Resist: A documentary about the fight against 
the toxic and degrading messages to women 
and girls that dominate the media. The film 
presents the leading authorities in the fields of 
psychology of women and girls, eating disor-
ders, gender studies, violence against women 
and media literacy.
 
Chore Wars: The Battle over Who Cleans 
the Toilet: Light-heartedly looks at the house-
work dilemma of the '90s by going into four 
homes to find out who does the laundry, 
washes the dishes, mows the lawn, vacuums 
carpets, parents, - and trains the kids on how 
to do chores.
 
Killing us for our Own Good: Dieting and 
Medical Misinformation: Topics covered 
include the success/failure rates of dieting, the 
possible side effects of weight loss, the current 
theories of weight and metabolism, examples 
of the way the media, insurance and diet in-
dustry manipulate medical research.
 
Slim Hopes: Advertising and the Obsession 
with Thinness: Jean Kilbourne offers an in-
depth analysis of the role female bodies play in 
advertising imagery and the resulting devastat-
ing effects on women's health. 
 
Barbie Nation: Journeying from Barbie 
conventions to anti-Barbie demonstrations, 
from girls' play dates to Barbie web pages, 
this video examines the cult of the Barbie doll, 
telling the Barbie stories of men, women and 
children.
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Intramurals spring session to begin
For the love of sports
 PHOTOS BY BARBIE PORTER /  THE ADVOCATE 
Co-ed volleyball teams play each other Tuesday and Thursday nights as part of the second winter session.
Men's five-on-five intramural basketball is divided into novice and 
expert leagues. Many teams utilized substitutes.
Know of any students involved in newsworthy activities?  
Contact us at advocate@mnstate.edu




Junior Bob Thorwaldsen plays 
basketball for the Bobble Heads. 
He joined his friends in the 
men’s basketball intramural 
league, a five-man team with 
a goal of keeping in shape and 
sharing the love for the game. 
There is no referee, just a 
scorekeeper sitting on the side-
lines. The players are respon-
sible for calling their fouls and 
playing the game with good 
sportsmanship.
The final intramural winter 
session consists of men's and 
women’s basketball, freestyle 
frisbee golf, co-ed volleyball and 
hockey. The session will wrap 
up this week with tournaments 
where the teams will play in a 
single elimination playoffs. The 
team that wins in their respec-
tive league will receive a MSUM 
shirt of their choice.
Registration for the first spring 
intramural session will begin on 
March 1. The sports will include 
four-on-four volleyball, three-
on-three basketball, indoor soc-
cer, dodge ball and flag football. 
All of the spring session events 
are free.
Junior Tina Giem, intramu-
ral office employee, said the 
only requirement to participate 
is that they must be an MSUM 
student and not be playing on 
varsity teams.
“Students are able to register 
online at www.mnstate.edu/
intramurals, or there are regis-
tration slips outside the intra-
mural office,” Giem said.
Dragon banners hang from the gyms in Nemzek fieldhouse.
A couple of weeks ago The Advocate staff threw 
out their suggestions on how to beat the win-
ter blahs. Let's face it, very few of you prob-
ably ran out and sold snow on eBay or played 
Abominable Snowman. For those of you who 
took us seriously and did, we're sorry. 
Here are some real suggestions for fun things to 
do in wintertime.
Just because Dragon Frost is over doesn't mean 
there aren't fun activities to try on campus. The 
month of March is jam-packed with events sure 
to keep you busy until the snow melts.
On Monday, poet laureate and Pulitzer Prize 
winner Ted Kooser will give a reading in the 
Hansen Theatre. It isn't every day a Pulitzer 
Prize winner comes to campus. That's something 
worth checking out.
March marks "Women's History" month. In 
celebration of this, the Women's Center with 
Women's Studies and CAB are putting on a vari-
ety of events. If you'd like to catch a flick, the 
Women's Center is hosting a film festival in King 
Auditorium. A battle of the female bands will 
be held on March 25 in the CMU ballroom, and 
three speakers will be featured in the  
month-long festivities.
If you prefer to stay in, you'll soon be able to 
check out the new "iTunes U" on the MSUM 
Web site. Charge up your iPod and check out the 
new and exciting Podcasts available to students. 
Don't, however, take this as an opportunity to 
skip class. Just because some lectures will be 
available online doesn't mean you can sit on the 
couch all day.
That seems like enough things to keep the  
campus busy for at least another month. 
Before you know it the snow will be melting, 
the sun will be shining, and we will have more 
than enough reasons to venture outdoors. Until 
then, keep yourself busy on campus. University 
organizations have worked very hard to keep us 
entertained. We owe it to them to try things out. 
With the variety they've provided us with, there's 
sure to be something for everyone.
So for the month of March, get involved. And 
steer clear of Abominable Snowmen. But go 
ahead and sneak shovel if you want to.
I was outraged by the 
opinion letter printed in 
last week’s Advocate, criti-
cizing Chris Yarnal for his 
quotes about homosexual-
ity in an earlier issue of The 
Advocate.
Mr. Yarnal, as the repre-
sentative of a Catholic orga-
nization, was asked for his 
Catholic views on homo-
sexuality.  Look up “homo-
sexuality” in a Catholic dic-
tionary and you will find 
the word “sin” somewhere 
in the definition.  Mr. Yarnal 
shared this view with the 
campus honestly and even 
attempted to explain it 
by providing an example. 
Instead of appreciating this 
honesty, however, the let-
ter writers labeled him as 
“biased.” Apparently any 
religious belief is now a 
“bias.” 
Here’s a shocker folks: 
religion is just chockfull of 
beliefs!  Heaven forbid that 
some of these not fit in with 
your “diversity” goals.
The letter also declared 
that “marriage ceremonies 
by churches are readily 
available to heterosexual 
couples regardless of their 
interest or ability to procre-
ate,” therefore, Mr. Yarnal’s 
definition of marriage as 
existing for procreation 
is incorrect. Sorry to give 
you another shock, but 
Catholics actually do prom-
ise in their marriage vows 
to “accept children from 
God lovingly.” Looks like 
Mr. Yarnal was right on the 
button with his (Catholic) 
definition.
But what about when reli-
gious beliefs go too far and 
promote discrimination? 
Nothing about Mr. Yarnal’s 
comments was discriminat-
ing towards homosexuals. 
He only expressed a disap-
proval of their actions. 
I don’t know about you, 
but it makes me very uneasy 
to think that we are at a uni-
versity where to disagree 
with someone’s actions 
automatically translates to 
discrimination against the 
person himself.
I was, however, amused by 
the very thinly veiled threat 
made by the letter writ-
ers, saying that they “ques-
tion whether our university 
should be affiliated” with 
the Newman Center.  Don’t 
worry, you’ve sent your 
message loud and clear, 
“We will put up with your 
religious crap, just as long 
as it does not go against 
what WE believe.  Conform 
or leave!”
To be fair, the letter writers 
made it clear that, “in other 
instances,” the Newman 
Center provides a “positive 
role in our campus com-
munity.” Except when its 
spokesperson doesn’t agree 
with you, right?  Well, that’s 
wonderful! How very open-
minded of you!  
Please know that Mr. 
Yarnal does not know that 
I am writing this letter.  It 
was only my own anger 
and disgust at this ridicu-
lously unfounded attack 
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The opinions expressed in The Advocate are not necessarily 
those of the college administration, faculty or student body. 
The Advocate encourages Letters to the Editor and Your 
Turn submissions. They should be typed and must include 
the writer’s name, signature, address, phone number, year 
in school or occupation and any affiliations. Letters are due 
by 5 p.m. Monday and can be sent to  
MSUM Box 130, 
dropped off in The Advocate office  
or e-mailed to advocate@mnstate.edu.
Thursday, March 2, 2006
 Letters to the Editor
Yarnal's words honest
While I fully support 
MSUM’s Campus News 
and agree with Enrico 
Meyer that more students 
should watch the program, 
I disagree with his reason-
ing.  
Stating that students 
should watch because “it’s 
not the six o’clock news or 
World News Tonight, but 
it’s stories that affect them” 
is incredibly naive.  
People wonder why this 
generation is so apathetic 
when it comes to voting 
and government in general. 
To think that what happens 
in the world, America or 
politics does not affect you 
is to not acknowledge why 
your tuition rates are raised 
in the first place, why the 
minimum wage that most 
students earn is so low or 
why you get less financial 
aid year-to-year, just to 
name a few examples.  
Everything affects every-
one.  
Maybe if more students 
did watch World News 
Tonight or read their local 
newspaper, they would 
realize that these decisions 
that are made could be tilt-
ed in their favor... if only 
they knew about them and 
were willing to do some-
thing about it.  
Watch Campus News, by 
all means, but don’t forget 
that there is a whole world 
outside of Fargo-Moorhead 
that does in fact affect you.
Michael Stromenger
MSUM senior
Campus News valuable, but
world news more important
Letter criticized Catholic beliefs
So, we’ve had 
quite a year togeth-
er, haven’t we? I’ve 
done my best to 
make you laugh and 
sometimes to make 
you think. But today 
I have something 
very serious to talk 
about. 
Since I have recently 
become addicted to NPR 
I have been informed that 
there is a piece of legis-
lation before the South 
Dakota government that 
would ban all instances of 
abortion unless the life of 
the pregnant mother is at 
risk. 
The people pushing for 
this legislation are clearly 
trying to challenge Roe v. 
Wade, the supreme court 
case that legalized abortion 
in the United States. 
Now, I am sure that even 
though this new Supreme 
Court might lean way 
toward the right, they 
will uphold the law as it 
stands. What I want to 
know is, why would the 
United States government 
give in to a legislature that 
is supported by a group 
of people whose roll call 
includes domestic terrorists 
that bomb abortion clinics 
and kill abortion doctors? 
I understand a person’s 
right to choose a side but 
it certainly seems like the 
conservative side of this 
particular debate happens 
to be the crazier and less 
rational point of view. 
I know that only a small 
fraction of the people who 
are pro-life are violent 
about it, however, I 
think that a few bad 
apples could indeed 
spoil the bunch. My 
primary concern 
on this issue rests 
with the question of 
what exactly makes 
the loud ignorant 
annoying conservative part 
of this particular sect of 
society, right? 
Well of course, “God 
said so,” always works as 
a rationale, right? Well, 
only if you aren’t Jewish 
or a Muslim or anything 
besides the conservative 
Christian perspective. I am 
pretty certain that if Jewish 
politicians tried to pass a 
law making circumcision 
mandatory for infants (even 
though it is already a com-
mon practice in obstetrics) 
they would be shot down 
in a heartbeat. So why are 
these other people right? 
Because they have money 
and can buy their way into 
the government? I mean, 
I believe in God, but I’m 
pretty sure he doesn’t live 
here, and I can’t get behind 
a belief system that sup-
ports the idea that unwant-
ed babies should be born 
to people who clearly don’t 
want to take care of them, 
or to people who will act 
irresponsibly during preg-
nancy, endangering the 
health of the fetus. 
I believe that adoption 
is an amazing thing and I 
would like nothing more 
than to adopt a child in 
the future but I understand 
that not all mothers follow 
the option and if abortion 
were illegal women would 
just have to put themselves 
at great risk in back-alley 
makeshift procedures. 
My message to the out-
spoken section of the con-
servative right can boil 
down to this statement: If 
you don’t support abor-
tion, don’t have one, but it 
is not your right to decide 
when someone considers 
the difference between a 
division of cells and life. I 
am against third trimester 
abortions unless the life of 
the mother is on the line. 
Women should responsibly 
consider abortion an option 
and carry it out as soon as 
possible. That is my belief 
and I can state that because 
The Advocate hired me as 
an opinion columnist. 
But I love America and I 
am totally in love with the 
fact that our citizens can 
think whatever they want 
about any issue. 
However, I feel that the 
government should not be 
influenced by religion in 
terms of deciding when a 
life becomes a life. 
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Like my serious side?
E-mail Adam
at quesnead@mnstate.edu.




New abortion law biased, religious based 
The city life has 
never really done 
it for me. As a rest-
less high school kid I 




But after visiting the 
likes of New York City, 
San Antonio and Seattle I 
decided that small-town 
life is for me. Two recent 
pilgrimages to Washington 
D.C. have reinforced that 
attitude.
I took my first D.C. trip 
with Susie, a local Gamma 
Phi. We got off the plane, 
collected our 4,000 pounds 
worth of luggage and 
headed for the subway. 
Unluckily, we hit rush 
hour.  As inexperienced 
metro users we didn’t 
understand that trains run 
repeatedly.  So we rushed to 
get on the first one we saw. 
As the doors were closing, 
we flung ourselves and our 
luggage into the car.
As Susie and I giggled 
loudly I noticed the man 
standing behind her. His 
eyes were burn-
ing a particularly 
hot hole through 
her backpack. “Gee 
whiz,” I thought. 
“We must be really 
annoying.” So I qui-
eted down, pushed 
my back against 
the metro door (something 
you’re not supposed to 
do) and apologized for my 
sardine-packing. Still, the 
man’s eyes stayed strained 
on Susie’s left backpack 
strap.
When we got off the metro, 
I realized why our fellow 
passenger had been shoot-
ing looks of fire into Susie’s 
bag. An “equal rights for 
unborn women” pin had 
stared at him first.
My second trip exposed a 
more material fault—poor 
pantyhose quality.
On this trip, my friend 
Allie forgot to pack nylons. 
So we trekked down to 
the local CVS pharmacy 
to buy some. (I asked the 
guy at the nearest fake 
Mexican restaurant where 
the Walgreens was and he 
looked at me like I’d asked 
him for the directions to 
Zimbabwe.)
The next day, Allie and I 
went to a Chinatown  res-
taurant. After supper Allie 
went to the restroom. Just 
a few moments later she 
walked back out.
“I’m not even gonna try 
to go. I took one look at my 
hose. There’s no way I”ll 
get them off without split-
ting them,” she said.
Allie’s big city pantyhose 
were riddled with holes. 
She was furious.
Apparently, large cities 
can’t keep a good stock of 
hosiery.
I’ll be glad to spend the 
rest of my days in a mass 
transitless land. One where 
you find good nylons any-
where.
Big cities, bad nylons not for everyone
The Fargo Film Festival celebrates work of international collection of film makers 
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Uffda, Fargo goes Hollywood
A&E
Concert:
Shannon Curfman with Lennon 
and Caroline Smith will 
perform 9:30 p.m. Friday at the 
Playmaker's House of Rock. 
After a few years off, Fargo native 
Curfman is looking to get back to 
touring and recording. She and 
Lennon are on a cross-country 
jaunt. 
$10 cover charge. Age 21+ only. 
General admission. 
Jazz Concert:
The Faculty Jazz Combo will 
perform at 8 p.m. tonight in the 
Hansen Theatre. The event is free 
and open to the public.
Thursday, March 2, 2006
Museum walls inspire art exhibit
An outdoor screening of “Fargo” 
likely elicited an “Uffda” or two as it 
lit up the side of the Radisson Hotel 
Wednesday night to open the sixth 
annual Fargo Film Festival. 
Filmmakers are showing their films 
and gathering for panels and parties in 
downtown Fargo until Saturday. 
The 10th anniversary of the release 
of the film that introduced Fargo and 
hats with earflaps to theatergoers is 
serving as the theme for this year's 
festival.  
And ya, you betcha MSUM student 
and faculty films are well-represented 
on the big screen. 
“It’s huge for me,” junior Elijah 
Larson said about the screening of 
“Sea of Love,” a two-minute experi-
mental film he created with senior 
Angie Fladland. “It was nice to finally 
have some recognition.” 
Larson said he has submitted sev-
eral films to previous festivals and is 
honored to have one accepted. The 
film will show during the 10 a.m. to 
10:30 a.m. block of animated films on 
Saturday in the Fargo Theatre. 
Tom Brandau, film professor, said 
there is not a large market for short 
films and festivals are  important out-
lets for filmmakers. 
“It’s great to get our student’s work 
in the festival,” he said about the com-
petitive nature of the festival. “It’s not 
a given just because we’re just down 
the road.”
Senior Michael Stromenger has two 
films showing at the festival. “Death 
of Art” is a narrative short film about a 
big-city director’s involvement with a 
community theater’s unusual produc-
tion of “Death of a Salesmen.”
His second entry, “Matryoshka,” is a 
film within a film featuring a female 
theatergoer making fun of a student 
film. Russian nesting dolls inspired the 
film’s title. 
“Death of Art” will show at 9:30 a.m. 
Friday and “Matryoshka” will show at 
10:45 a.m. Friday in the Fargo Theatre.
Stromenger said the festival is a great 
opportunity to make contact with 
other filmmakers. 
“They help you get your job and you 
help them get their job,” he said. 
MSUM alumnus Shane Andreason’s 
documentary film “The Backyard 
Experience” explores the phenom-
enon of backyard wrestling. It will 
show at 4:15 p.m. Friday in the Palais 
Broadway. 
Brandau’s  film “Bill and 
Merriwether’s Excellent Adventure” 
will show at 11 a.m. Friday in the 
Fargo Theatre. The comedic short re-
interprets the Lewis and Clark expe-
dition as a product of the explorers’ 
imagination. 
In addition to the success of stu-
dents in the film studies department, a 
film produced by the broadcast docu-
mentary class at MSUM is also being 
screened. 
Seniors Mandi Johnson, Jeremy 
McIntyre and sophomore Cory Tolliver 
directed “Spirit of Itasca,” a documen-
tary that explores themes related to the 
history and spirit of the source of the 
Mississippi River. 
The film will show 9:30 a.m. Saturday 
in the Fargo Theatre. 
Students who are not participating in 
the film screenings will also have an 
opportunity to be involved with the 
festival. 
 The MSUM film department was 
given the honor of managing the sec-
ond venue called the Palais Broadway 
across from the Hotel Donaldson. 
Students are responsible for decorat-
ing, cleaning and running the events 
at the venue. 
The Palais Broadway will hold addi-
tional screenings, post screening par-
ties, workshops, luncheons and serve 
as a hospitality center for filmmakers. 
Brandau said the festival has become 
an important part of the identity of the 
Fargo-Moorhead region. 
“It means a lot to this community,” 
he said. “Every year that goes by this 
festival becomes more important in 
the region. It’s one of those events that 
really makes the year.”
 
If the walls of the Museum Annex, 
part of the Plains Art Museum, could 
talk they would be full of stories 
from different people and different 
businesses.
The latest story would be about the 
new exhibit “It Was Now" held by 
MSUM students.  
Students Involved in Visual Arts 
(SIVA) worked together to create “It 
Was Now” featuring different medi-
ums of art  including painting, print, 
photography. 
Since the building, now known as 
the Museum Annex, was built in 
the late 1920s it has seen various 
business from Advantage Printing to 
Beauty Time Salon. 
Now it is what SIVA president Sara 
Watson described as “raw space” 
that they “wanted to respond to.” 
“We wanted artists to be viewed as 
active participants in the community 
rather than invisible craftsman,” she 
said. 
The title of the exhibit was sug-
gested by Byran Thoendahl, whose 
work can be found in the exhibit, 
because of the changes it has gone 
through and “it is kind of (in) limbo” 
said Watson. 
If you haven’t heard of SIVA 
that may be due to the fact it was 
“revived," in the words of Watson, 
last semester. 
SIVA lets students of different art 
mediums interact together to talk 
about, as Watson said, “content 
and conceptual work and further 
strengthens interdisciplinary skills.” 
The organization holds fundraising 
events and art-centered community 
projects. 
Chris Walla is the faculty adviser 
of SIVA. 
Students featured in this exhibit are 
painters Daisuke Kameyama, Mike 
Nelson and David Valdez, sculp-
tors Josh Dahl, David Grainger, Sam 
Isham-Schopf Amber Parsons, Naomi 
Schiesman and Bryan Thoendahl. As 
well as printmakers Erick Hougan, 
Gerald Nelson, Minda Ringdahl and 
Sara Watson, and photographer Jesse 
Andersen. 
If you would like to check out the 
exhibit it is showing until April 28 at 
the Museum Annex on 714 First Ave. 
North in Fargo.  
The museum's hours are noon to 
8 p.m. Thursday and Friday, noon 








Menk can be reached
at angel_girl20047@hotmail.com.
Fargo Film Festival 2006 
Box Office Prices
"The Heckuva Deal Pass" 
- $100 / $75 for students
Includes all Fargo Film Festival 
screenings, workshops, and parties.
"The Notta Bad Deal Pass"
 - $30 / $20 for students
Includes all Fargo Film Festival 
screenings.
"The Good Deal Pass" 
- $40 / $25 for students
Includes one day of Fargo Film 
Festival pre-parties, screenings, and 
luncheons
Evening Party & Movie Pass - $15
Evening Film Session Pass - $7
Morning or Afternoon Film Session 
Admission - $5
Single Luncheon Admission - $7
For more information call (701) 239-8385 
or visit www.fargofilmfestival.com
The Fargo Theatre hosts the sixth annual Fargo Film Festival through Saturday. 
Several films by MSUM students and faculty will show during the event. 
artsy alternatives 
PHOTO illUSTraTiOn By Jay PickTHOrn/ PHOTO EDITOR
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Love and marriage take center stage
Collectively independent
IAC brings together local independent musicians for Playmaker's performance tonight
For years, local artists, musicians, 
writers and filmmakers have struggled 
to progress from their practice spaces 
and campus stages to the larger, more 
well-known venues in the F-M com-
munity. Until now. 
The Independent Artist Collective 
“creates performance and exhibition 
opportunities for local talent,” accord-
ing to the IAC Web site. The IAC is a 
non-profit organization with the sim-
ple goal of supporting local musicians 
and artists. 
The IAC is presenting one of their 
largest and most recognizable con-
certs tonight (Thursday) at Playmakers 
Pavilion with a lineup that is sure to 
amaze anyone with an interest in local 
bands. 
The IAC Entourage will offer a wide 
assortment of bands ranging from 
Diversion Scene’s “melodic punk with 
an indie edge,” to the club-style DJs 
Yummi Music Crew, who feed the 
crowd’s hunger for a various range of 
music.
Between these extremes come four of 
the most unique and energetic bands 
from our area. Midnight Suit will kick 
off the night with their “happy hard-
core” vibe. The band compares their 
sound to “Chuck Norris slaying every 
member of Hanson with nothing but 
his left fist.” 
After Midnight Suit warms up the 
crowd, The Me and You Crew will 
enter with their rap and hip-hop vibe 
as they attempt to “break the stereo-
type of what people think hip-hop is.” 
The Me and You Crew is a local band 
with members attending or having 
graduated from MSUM, NDSU and 
NDSCS. They started their band to 
creatively express themselves as well 
as spread a positive message. 
The band writes, produces and 
records all of their music, which 
adds to the intimacy they share with 
their audiences during their energetic 
underground hip-hop performances.  
Both The Me and You Crew and their 
following act, Sleeping in Gethsemane, 
feel that it is important for students 
and the community to support local 
artists.  
Sleeping in Gethsemane is made up 
of three MSUM students who compare 
their music to “instra-metal art-core.”  
Sleeping in Gethsemane is  fun-lov-
ing and they enjoy sharing their pow-
erful passion for music with the audi-
ence through vigorous drumming and 
enthusiastic guitar and bass.  
Brandon LaPlante of Sleeping in 
Gethsemane said, “The IAC is help-
ing us to get noticed, with giving us 
a chance to play two of the biggest 
stages in Fargo.”  
They are excited for the opportunity 
to perform on the Pavilion stage and 
show what they are all about.  
Sleeping in Gethsemane offers a per-
formance packed with bone-shaking 
energy and adrenaline.  As the band 
members throw themselves across 
the stage with grace and rhythm, it 
guarantees to get the audience up 
and moving with an amazing perfor-
mance of “progressive hardcore with 
moments of classical.”
Strong Like Bear will lead the second 
half with their individual style of origi-
nal music.  
“Strong Like Bear is definitely not 
your standard cookie cutter hardcore 
band, they share certain elements with 
music of that genre, but they try and 
do different things as well to keep their 
own space,” said DJ Klocke of Strong 
Like Bear.
The band consists of North Dakota 
natives, who work hard to give every 
audience an entertaining performance 
balanced by hardcore and vibe. 
They said, “We are about just really 
listening to the music and entertaining 
the audience’s mind. We hope people 
come away from one of our shows at 
least thinking that we put our hearts 
into what we do. We hope that people 
can at least spot it for something differ-
ent and positive.”
Closing the show will be Diversion 
Scene and the Yummi Music Crew, 
both promising energetic and excep-
tional music quality.  Diversion Scene 
balances four guitars with powerful 
drumming and breathtaking vocals 
that are sure to captivate the entire 
audience.   
The IAC Entourage is opening the 
doors for many local bands and musi-
cians. This concert is helping bands 
work together for the promotion of 
local musicians and everyone involved 
is looking forward to watching the 
local music scene grow.  
The concert will be at the Playmakers 
Pavilion 7 p.m. tonight (Thursday). 
The show is 18+ with a $5 cover at the 
door. For more information on IAC, 
how to become part of IAC and links 
to the featured bands with bios and 
music samples, visit www.myspace.
com/fargomoorheadiac.
The MSUM Gaede Stage will 
host a student-run produc-
tion of Jason Robert Brown's 
"The Last Five Years" 7:30 p.m. 
Friday and Saturday. 
Jamie Hanson, the execu-
tive producer, will illustrate 
through her direction and 
performance the hardships, 
the romance and the meaning 
of marriage in the two-sided 
play. 
This is Hanson's first produc-
tion that she has directed and 
produced. She has overcome 
many obstacles for this perfor-
mance but said the outcome is 
well worth the finished prod-
uct. 
“I adore this show; it's very 
powerful and beautiful com-
posure that is based on real 
life. My favorite song is ‘See 
I’m Smiling’,” said Hanson 
The character Cathy Hiatt, 
played by Jamie Hanson, tells 
of the relationship with her 
husband, Jamie Willenstien, 
played by Ben Mattson, from 
the end to the beginning. 
Willenstien then tells of their 
relationship from the begin-
ning to the end. 
This engagement of com-
plexity in plot is intended to 
enhance the audience's aware-
ness of marriage, divorce and 
counseling. 
The production is also sur-
rounded with harmony from 
an orchestra that captures each 
scene to its fullest meaning.  
“This play is funny and uplift-
ing, the show captures some 
of the most heartbreaking 
and universally felt moments 
of modern romance,” said 
Hanson about the play. 
This performance is not only 
filled with  the hardships and 
romance of marriage, but it 
captures the moments in life 
that these two characters have 
shared. 
Whether it is funny, sad or 
thought provoking, this play 
is an enlightenment to enter-
tain and educate not only the 
young audience, but every-
one. 
Attending this production 
are three guests from the sur-
rounding area to address the 
audience about the effects of 
divorce and how marriage 
counseling can help. 
“This story doesn’t have to 
be yours,” said Hanson.
For ticket information con-
tact by visiting the MSUM box 
office or call 477-2271. Tickets 
for MSUM students with ID 




abbott can be reached          
at daniabbott@hotmail.com.
independent band Sleeping with gethsemane practices for their upcoming iac 
entourage performance at Playmaker's Pavilion. left to right: Brandon Schiwal on 
bass, Shane Heilman on drums and Brandon laPlante on guitar. 
By cHriSTina M. ScHwarz
Staff Writer
Schwarz can be reached          
at history95bc@yahoo.com.
PHOTOS By Danielle aBBOTT/ THE ADvOcATE
Brandon Schiwal and Brandon laPlante 
of Sleeping with gethsemane get up 
close and personal in a jam session. 
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Ever hear anyone say volunteering make you feel terrible?
Volunteering in your community will be one of the most 
rewarding experiences of your life. 
Lake Agassiz Habitat for Humanity • 218-284-5253 • www.lakeagassizhabitat.org. 
Help eliminate poverty and build affordable housing 
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Monday Free Birthday Meal! 
Join us from 5-10pm on any Monday of your birthday month, and with the 
purchase of any meal, we’ll treat you to a meal of equal or lesser value for FREE!
Tuesdays
2-4-1 Taps 7-10pm and 25¢ Wings 5-9pm
Wednesdays 
2-4-1 Burgers 5-9pm and $2 Domestic Bottled Beers 8-11pm
Thursdays & Fridays*
$2 Teas, Captain Morgan, 20 oz. Tap Beers and Jag Bombs 
*Thursday 8-12pm & Friday 8-11pm
Saturdays
2-4-1 Jag Bombs and $1.75 Domestic Bottled Beers 8-11pm
Houses For 
Rent
2, 3, & 4 Bedrooms





It was a tough weekend for 
the MSUM men’s basketball 
team as the hopes for a week-
end sweep and the opportu-
nity to host a game in the 2006 
NSIC Red Baron Classic evap-
orated with losses to Wayne 
State on Friday night and 
Southwest Minnesota State on 
Saturday night.
On Friday a crowd was on 
hand to watch the Dragons 
make a push for a home tour-
nament game.  The Dragons 
however came up a little short, 
losing to Wayne State 68-59.  
“They played exceptional 
defense and are one of those 
teams that have had our num-
ber all year,” coach Stu Engen 
said.
The scoring was balanced for 
the Dragons with the excep-
tion of senior Cedrick Hens-
ley. Hensley put up 21 points 
in the game. Hensley shot 7-
for-11 from the field and 5-for-
5 from the free throw line.  
“Hensley had a big weekend 
for us and was really the only 
consistent guy for us,” Engen 
said.
Freshman Jamal O’Neal had 
a solid game with 10 points 
and six boards. O’Neal was 
the only other Dragon to shoot 
more than 50 percent from the 
field.
MSUM (16-11, 5-9) had a 
rough night shooting the bas-
ketball as they managed only 
39 percent overall, including 
16 percent from beyond the 
arc.  
The Dragons also struggled 
from the charity stripe, knock-
ing down only 66 percent as a 
team.
On Saturday night the gym 
was packed again to watch 
the Dragons' final home game 
of the season. It was another 
frustrating game for MSUM as 
they could not get going early. 
Engen's squad shot the ball 
better despite losing the game 
72-64 to Southwest State.
“Turnovers are what killed 
us and were really the decid-
ing factor in the ball game,” 
Engen said.
Hensley had another out-
standing game leading his 
team with 24 points and five 
rebounds.  
Hensley also had two mon-
strous blocks in the game 
that changed the 
momentum.  The 
senior guard/
forward shot the 
ball exceptionally 
well again, going 
8-for-15 from the 
floor and hitting 
75 percent of his 
free throws.




nized for all of 
their contribu-
tions to the Drag-
on family and 
were presented 
with a large poster 
of their highlights 
from their careers 
here at MSUM.
“Hensley is a tre-
mendously gifted athlete and 
one of the better players in the 
conference. Ebow is a great 
playmaker and just makes 
everyone around him better,” 
Engen said. 
Sophomore Lee Isaacson had 
a strong game for the Drag-
ons in the post putting up 10 
points. He also snatched 8 
boards on the night.
The Dragons received the 
sixth seed and will be play-
ing at the number three seed, 
Bemidji State in the opening 
round of the NSIC tourney.
MSUM was playing the Bea-
vers when this edition went to 
press.
The Dragons battled through 
an extremely strong field 
Sunday at the 2006 NCAA 
Division II North Central 
Regional to earn fifth place.
MSUM ends the dual season 
with a 10-7 record and a No. 
15 national ranking.
Seven individuals earned 
their way to the 2006 
NCAA Division II National 
Championships March 10-11 
in Findley, Ohio.
Junior Nate Baker, the No. 1 
seed and No. 1 wrestler at 165 
pounds in the nation, dropped 
a shocking 3-1 decision in the 
second round to the fourth 
seed, Andy Pickar from MSU, 
Mankato.
Baker rebounded to finish 
third and earn a trip to the 
nationals.
Baker earned a trip to the 
NCAA Division I champion-
ships in 2005 as a member of 
the University of Minnesota.
Heavyweight Chris 
Tuchscherer also placed third 
for the Dragons. Tuchscherer, 
ranked in the top five nation-
ally for much of the  year, 
came into the North Regional 
as the fourth seed. He finished 
second in nationals in 2005.
Tuchscherer also dropped 
his second-round match but 
won his third match 10-2 and 
earned a forfeit victory to gain 
third place.
A big surprise for the Dragons 
was the wrestling of Bryan 
Cowdin at 184 pounds. After 
dropping his first match, the 
sixth-seeded Cowdin wrestled 
his way back to a fourth place 
finish.
Sophomores Troy 
MacFarland (133 pounds), 
Shane Walton (141) and Peter 
Hayes (149) all held serve on 
their seeding.
The three underclassmen 
were seeded fourth and wres-
tled their way to fourth place 
finishes at the regional.
MSUM missed out on send-
ing the team to the national 
tournament, which was one of 
the goals for the squad enter-
ing the season. 
The qualifying wrestlers now 
focus their attention on the 2006 
National Championships. 
The MSUM men's and wom-
en's track and field team en-
tered the 2006 Northern Sun 
Intercollegiate Conference 
Indoor Championships on 
Friday and Saturday at the 
Gillete Recreation Center in 
Bemidji, Minn.
The Dragon women placed 
third in the six-team field 
while garnering two first-place 
finishes and five second-place 
finishes. Winona State took 
home first-place in the team 
competition.
Freshman Jennifer Hensel 
continued her domination 
in the pole vault as she took 
home first place, vaulting to 
the nation's top mark, 13 feet, 
1 1/2 inches.
Hensel added a first in the 
55 meters with a time of 7.48 
seconds.
Senior co-captain Kristan 
Anderson placed second in 
two events. Her distance of 
17-10 in the long jump gave 
Anderson the red ribbon. She 
also placed second in the triple 
jump with a distance of 37-5.
The time of 26.20 seconds was 
good enough to give freshman 
Katie Flemming second place 
in the 200 meters.
Tiffany Spriggs also took 
home second-place honors in 
two events. The senior co-cap-
tain earned second in the pole 
vault with a height of 11-7 3/4. 
Spriggs' time of 12:55.0 was 
good enough for second place 
in the distance medley.
On the men's side, Wayne 
(Neb.) State College took 
home the men's overall team 
title. MSUM finished fifth in 
the five-team field.
Sophomore Derik Brug-
ger and junior Matt Jahnke 
showed off the strength of the 
MSUM track and field squad 
as they went 1-2 in the men's 
pole vault.
Brugger won the men's vault 
with a mark of 16-8 3/4. 
Jahnke came in second at 15-
6.
Sophomore Steve Solum took 
home third place in the 600 
meters with a time of 1:23.99.
Four Dragons will now com-
pete at 2006 NCAA Division II 
Indoor Track and Field Cham-
pionships.
Hensel, Spriggs, Brugger and 
Jahnke all qualified for nation-
als in the pole vault. Hensel 
currently has the nation's best 
mark and Brugger has the fifth 
best.
The championships are held 
March 10-11 in Boston. 
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March 2:
WBB Red Baron NSIC 
Women's Basketball Classic
MBB Red Baron NSIC 
Men's Basketball Classic
March 3:
Tennis vs North Dakota
1 p.m.
WBB Red Baron NSIC 
Women's Basketball Classic
MBB Red Baron NSIC 
Men's Basketball Classic
March 4:
WBB Red Baron NSIC 
Women's Basketball Classic
MBB Red Baron NSIC 
Men's Basketball Classic
March 5:
WBB Red Baron NSIC 
Women's Basketball Classic
MBB Red Baron NSIC 
Men's Basketball Classic
March 7:
Tennis at Concordia College 
1 p.m.
March 8:
NCAA Division II Swimming 
and Diving Championships, 
Indianapolis, Ind.
March 9:




NCAA II Swimming and 
Diving Championships, 
Indianapolis, Ind.
NCAA II Track and Field 
Championships, Boston
NCAA II Wrestling 
Championships, Findley, 
Ohio.
Home events in bold.
Dragons in the News…
Ten members of the MSUM swimming and diving team 
have been named to the 2005-2006 NCC Commissioner's 
Academic Swimming and Diving Honor Roll. To qualify stu-
dent athletes must have a minimum 3.20 grade point average, 
have completed at least two semesters at their current school 
and have competed against outside competition. This is the 
first year this honor roll has been released.
Lauren Baalman achieved MSUM's first ever NCAA Division 
II national qualifying "B" time with an 11th place finish in 
the 200 freestyle at the 2006 NCC Swimming and Diving 
Championships in Grand Forks. The freshman from Frisco, 
Texas, was involved in nine of MSUM's 18 new school records 
at the conference championships.
Four Dragon pole vaulters have qualified to compete in the 
2006 NCAA Division II Indoor Track and Field Championships 
March 10-11 in Boston. Freshman Jennifer Hensel has the 
nation's best mark at 13 feet, 1 1/2 inches. Joining Hensel 
will be senior Tiffany Spriggs and men's competitors Derik 
Brugger and Matt Jahnke.
MSUM will send seven wrestlers to the NCAA Division II 
National Championships March 10-11 in Findley, Ohio. Nate 
Baker, Chris Tuchsherer, Troy MacFarland, Shane Walton, 
Peter Hayes and Bryan Cowdin earned trips to nationals.
MEN'S BASKETBALLON
DECK
Seven wrestlers earn trip to National Championships
Lerud can be reached 
at smoothlerud@hotmail.com
Dragons get the broom






Women finish third, men fourth at NSIC Indoor meet
Advocate staff reports
Senior Marcus Ebow goes up for two in 
MSUM's 72-64 loss to SMSU, Saturday.
LIzzIE ChINANDER / THE ADVOCATE
MSUM drops two matches in women's tennis
After losing three of the past 
four games, the MSUM wom-
en's basketball team hoped last 
weekend's homestand would 
be a good way to forget those 
losses and gain some momen-
tum before the NSIC tourna-
ment.
However, the ailments that 
have plagued the Dragons in 
the last month continued as 
Wayne (Neb.) State College, 
which had already locked up 
the No. 1 seed in the confer-
ence tournament, came in, 
looking every bit as good as 
their 19th national ranking 
would expect.
Despite missing their start-
ing point guard, Katie Walden, 
MSUM looked like they were 
ready to give WSC its first 
conference loss of the season 
as they built a 28-12 lead with 
11 minutes, 26 seconds left in 
the first half.
But the Wildcats dominated 
the rest of the half, as well as 
the game as they went on to 
post an 86-59 victory. 
Wayne State forced 24 turn-
overs in Walden's absence and 
used them to shoot a blistering 
55.9 percent from the field, in-
cluding 12-for-21 from beyond 
the 3-point line.
Five Wildcats scored in 
double figures, led by Nicole 
Gruntorad's 18 points.
Sophomore Allison Swenson 
led MSUM with 17 points and 
eight rebounds.
Saturday night the Dragons 
looked to get a win in their 
regular season finale.
However, Southwest Min-
nesota State had other plans 
as the NSIC's sixth place team 
stole a victory from the Drag-
ons 55-50.
A solid second half couldn't 
make up for the anemic shoot-
ing display by MSUM (14-13, 
7-7) in the first frame. The 
Dragons made only six of 31 
field goal attempts in the first 
half.
After trailing by 16 points in 
the first half, Karla Nelson's 
squad turned up the energy 
and managed to take the lead 
44-43 on a Sherri Notsch 3-
pointer.
MSUM took advantage of 
numerous Mustang turnovers. 
D e s p i t e  g o i n g  more than 
seven minutes without scor-
ing, SMSU was still able to 
pull out an NSIC road win.
The Dragons were playing 
host to Bemidji State Wednes-
day when this issue went to 
press.
MSUM recieved the fourth 
seed in the NSIC Red Baron 
Classic, while BSU is sixth.
What do the words "flank-
ers," "hookers," "scrum" and 
an oversized football-shaped 
ball have in common? One 
word: Rugby – and the MSUM 
women’s rugby team is mov-
ing up to a Division II league 
this fall.
The team is currently playing 
at the Division III level, but at 
an AGM meeting in January, 
they motioned to move up. 
The team will go through a 
league appeal and paperwork 
this spring and should be ac-
cepted to start at the higher 
level in the fall.
“Whenever we go to any 
tournaments we play Division 
II teams,” said rugby presi-
dent Kayla Retzer on the deci-
sion to move. 
“I think we will do fine. It’s 
probably more a mental thing. 
We have always played Divi-
sion III teams but now we just 
have to commit.”
Just because a team moves 
up a level doesn’t necessar-
ily mean that they stay there. 
The NDSU team, which is al-
ready at the Division II level, 
must participate in a league 
play-in game against St. Bens 
this spring because of missed 
games and other complica-
tions last year.
Rugby is a club sport at 
MSUM but, along with la-
crosse, has been slowly gain-
ing interest in Minnesota. 
“Rugby is a very relaxed 
sport compared to a varsity 
sport,” said Retzer. 
“We have fun and goof 
around but it's all business on 
the field.”
Regardless of your athletic 
ability or even if you have nev-
er seen a game before, Rugby 
may be a sport for anyone in-
terested in physical activity. 
“It is a good way to gain 
friends, offers an opportunity 
to travel and get to know more 
about yourself,” Retzer said. 
“It becomes your little fam-
ily.” 
Practice starts this week and 
runs from 4:30 to 6 p.m. Tues-
day, Wednesday and Thursday 
evenings in the Multipurpose 
Room in Nemzek Hall. For the 
first couple of weeks the team 
will meet by the office in case 
someone does not know where 
the room is. Also the team will 
move practice outside on the 
practice field behind the foot-
ball field after the weather be-
comes warmer.
Most league play is in the fall 
but the team stays in shape 
by playing in more relaxed 
tournaments on weekends 
for most of the spring semes-
ter. The team must keep its 
certification and insurance 
but students don’t need to be 
full-time to participate in the 
spring. 
“When taught to do it right 
there are less injuries than 
football or most other sports,” 
Retzer said. “Most people just 
don’t understand how it is 
played. I tell those people to 
just come and watch a game or 
practice and you will see how 
it is actually very safe.”
Anyone with questions about 
rugby can contact Retzer at 
kaylaretzer@hotmail.com. 
The men’s team has already 
moved to Division II and has 
started practice.




Rohde can be reached 
at rohdero@mnstate.ed
WOMEN'S RUGBY
Women's rugby gains popularity, moves to Division II
SOFTBALL
Advocate staff reports The MSUM women's tennis 
team dropped a pair of match-
es last weekend.
On Friday the Dragons fell at 
UND, 7-2.
MSUM went without a sin-
gles win at UND but did earn 
two out of three wins in dou-
bles action
On Sunday MSUM dropped 
a match to Augustana, 6-3. 
After winning their first two 
matches of the season, the 
Dragons have now dropped 
five matches in a row. They 




MSUM women's softball be-
gan play Saturday and Sun-
day at the Husky Dome Invi-
tational in St. Cloud, Minn.
The Dragons went 1-3 on the 
opening weekend of play be-
fore they head to Florida for a 
tournament March 11-19.
In the opening game, host St. 
Cloud State handed MSUM a 
1-0 loss.
The Dragons out hit SCSU 8-
4, led by junior Alicia Nortrom 
and sophomore Holly Kitchen 
with two hits apiece.
Freshman Amy Lossely-
ong started on the rubber for 
MSUM. She gave up four hits 
while striking out five and 
walking four.
MSU, Mankato handed the 
Dragons a 4-2 loss in the sec-
ond game. 
The runs were frequent as 
MSUM won 7-6 in their game 
against conference foe Winona 
State. 
MSUM tallied the winning 
run in the top of the seventh.
Losselyong gained MSUM's 
first win of the young sea-
son with 4.2 innings of relief 
work.
The Dragons pounded out 17 
hits against WSU.
MSUM lost its finale 5-4 to 
Wisconsin-Superior.
WOMEN'S BASKETBALL
Dragons back in to NSIC tourney
LIzzIE ChINANDER / THE ADVOCATE
Dragons go 1-3 in 
Husky Dome Invite





Unique 1, 2 & 3 bdrm floor plans, 
Heated indoor parking, Private 
Laundry in each unit, Central air 
and exposed duct work, High speed 
internet available, Balconies, 9' wood 
beamed ceilings, From $580 with 
incentives, No pet please.
Woodlawn Terrace 
330 2nd Ave. S. Mhd.
239-2603
Effic, 1, 2 &3 Bdrms, ALL UTILITIES 
PAID, Attached garages, indoor Pool 
& Sauna, Fitness Center, Controlled 
Access Entries
The Park East Apartments
237-6448 or 239-2603
www.fmapartments.com
#1 Spring Break Website! Low prices 
guaranteed. Free Meals & Free Drinks. 
Book 11 people, get 12th trip free! Group 
discounts for 6+ www.
SpringBreakDiscounts.com or www.
LeisureTours.com or 800-838-8202
Free Pregnancy Testing - First Choice 
Clinic, Putting You First For Life.  Call 
701-237-6530 or toll free 1-800-237-
6530
Looking for responsible, reliable indi-
viduals to work evening hours claning 
office buildings. Hours are flexible, 
with most shifts starting after 5 pm, 
Monday thru Friday with weekends 
off. Apply in person at 3431 4th Ave. 
S. Suite C.
Help Wanted
ClassifiedsThursday, March 2, 2006 Page 14, The Advocate
It’s not easier to quit smoking after college. It’s harder.
Research shows most college grads who smoke find it harder to quit after college...not easier.
For help, call (888) 354-PLAN
One Bedroom, April and August, 
Security, Quiet, No Parties!, HEAT-
WATER PAID, A/C, mini blinds, ceil-
ing fan, off street assigned parking 
with plugins. Certified crime/drug free 
housing.  No pets, 218-346-6584.
Dragon Wellness Center: Do you 
want the center open this summer? 
Make your opinion count at 
www.mnstate.edu/hendrix/wellness
Dragon Wellness Center: "Mind over 
Matter: Six Week Challenge" Con-
quer your fitness and wellness goals 
once and for all through inspirational 
workouts and nutritional information. 
Check the website or call 477-2248. 
Classes begin March 20th!
One and Two bedroom apartments 
for rent $352.00 - $400.00. Near 
Fargo South University K-Mart, air 
plug-ins, clean, quite.  799-2154
APARTMNTS FOR RENT. Summer or 
school year '06-'07. One, two, three 
and four bedrooms. 1 to 4 people. 
Also, efficiency and roommates. Lo-
cated between campuses and North 
of campus. (218) 236- 1143.
The FARGODOME is seeking part-
time Custodial Workers to assist in 
event and post-event cleans. Wage 
starting at $8.25 per hour. Hours 
vary according to event schedules. 
Applicants are encouraged to fill out 
applications at teh FARGODOME, 
1800 North University Dr. Fargo ND. 
No phone calls please. Equal Oppor-
tunity Employer. 
The FARGODOME is seeking part-
time stagehands/conversion Workers 
to assist in event set up/tear down 
and load in and out of concerts. 
Wages starting at $8.25 per hours. 
Hours vary according to event sched-
ules. Applicants are encouraged to fill 
out applications at the FARGODOME, 
1800 North University Dr., Fargo, ND. 
No phone calls please. Equal Oppor-
tunity Employer.

Holy revival, Batman! They’re resurrect-
ing Christian comics!
“And it’s going to be huge,” says Sherwin 
Schwartzrock, an MSUM graphic arts alum-
nus from Rollag, Minn., whom the Chicago 
Sun-Times recently called “arguably the 
most successful of present-day Christian 
comic creators.”
“That’s a lot of hype,” he said. “I’m hardly 
that. But I honestly think this industry will 
take off big in the next couple years.”
Spurred on by an explosion of super-
hero movies like “Spider-Man,” “The 
Incredibles,”  “Batman” and “The Hulk,” 
the once dusty and nearly defunct comic 
book industry is reemerging in the wake 
of the box-office boom, with sales nearly 
doubling over the past four years.
Running parallel to this resurgence is a 
new breed of artists who are collaborating 
in cyberspace to promote Christian comics 
with Biblical themes. 
Schwartzrock, 34, is part of that group, 
but more specifically he’s one of four cre-
ators behind Community Comics, a vir-
tual partnership (the other three artists 
are located in Houston, South Bend, Ind., 
and Kansas City) committed to using their 
talents and passion to package high quality 
entertaining comic books with a Christian 
focus.
With recent features in the Minneapolis 
Star Tribune, The Chicago Sun-Times and 
the Washington Post and its syndicate, 
booksellers are already calling him based 
on a rising consumer demand.
Schwartzrock, with a half-dozen comic 
book titles already to his credit (includ-
ing “Chosen Mortals, “Luther,” “Korah’s 
Rebellion” and “Anointed”) supports what 
he calls his bad habit––creating Christian 
comic books––with his own business, 
BlackRock Graphics. It’s a freelance graphic 
design and illustration company he started 
four years ago out of his home in Winsted, 
Minn., a quaint little town about an hour 
west of the Twin Cities. He lives there with 
his wife Leah and their newly adopted 
Russian son.
He broke out on his own after working 
nearly a decade for Design Company, a 
major Twin Cities graphic design firm he 
joined after leaving MSUM in 1992.
Already Christian comics are changing 
his life. Schwartzrock recently signed a con-
tract to produce a bi-monthly series called 
“Armor Quest,” his biggest project to date.
“It’s a story that should appeal both to 
secular and Christian audiences,” he said. 
“On the surface it’s about a boy searching 
for the elements of armor on his quest to 
become a knight. It’s great fun, with drag-
ons, conflict, action, suspense. But under 
the surface it’s an allegory about the armor 
of God mentioned in the Biblical book of 
Ephesians.”
Comic books seem an unlikely focus of 
any kind of niche marketing. Pushed aside 
as a major player in youth entertainment 
by video games, music CDs, MTV and 
the Internet, the comic book industry is 
a mere shadow of what it was in the so-
called Golden Age of Comics, the 1940s 
and 1950s.
“A hot comic title now might sell 100,000 
copies,” Schwartzrock said. “But that’s not 
bad considering the competition for the 
entertainment dollar.”
“I think comic books, the merger of 
words and art, will always be a funda-
mental part of our entertainment culture,” 
Schwartzrock said. “And I don’t think they 
have to be mindless escapism. Comic books 
can carry significant and morally positive 
messages.”
Not a new concept, Christian comics have 
been around since the turn of the cen-
tury, ranging from the overt, ultra-conser-
vative tracts of illustrator Jack Chick to 
the amazingly successful Archie Christian 
comic series produced by Spire Christian 
Comics.
“Allan Hartley was a cartoonist for the 
original Archie comics—with the popu-
lar teenage characters Betty, Jughead and 
Veronica,” Schwartzrock said. “The presi-
dent of Archie Comics gave Hartley the 
rights to create an original Archie series 
based on a Christian message. And they 
sold in the millions. I don’t think any 
Christian comic can ever again compete 
with that popularity.”
On the upside, the industry gained some 
literary cache when comic book artist Art 
Spiegelman’s “Maus,” the Holocaust story 
in comic book form, won the Pulitzer Prize 
in 1992.
Like a scene out of the Old Testament, 
Schwartzrock spent most of his sum-
mers growing up in Rollag, Minn., herd-
ing goats on his family’s hobby farm. 
”It started out with one goat, mostly 
because two of my brothers had asthma 
and goat milk was supposed to be good 
for them,” he said. “But then it somehow 
escalated into 40 goats.”
It was an idyllic setting, which gave him 
the free time to practice his drawing skills, 
a pastime his mother encouraged.
By the time he turned 13, he and his 
brother created a comic strip about a hill-
billy, titled “Clyde Quackgrass,” which for 
two years appeared in 11 small town local 
newspapers.
A precocious illustrator, Schwartzrock 
began working for the former Fargo adver-
tising firm Charpentier Hovland Johnk the 
summer after graduating from high school 
and continued working there throughout 
college.
Says Hovland, who’s still in advertising: 
“The Rockmeister (Schwartzrock) is the 
single most talented artist I’ve worked with 
in my life.”
Raised in a strict Christian home, he said 
religion has always been a major part of his 
life. “”Wanting to do something important 
with my life, the best way to do that was 
follow the talents God gave me as an illus-
trator and graphic artist.”
Serendipity made it work.
”Four years ago I did a project for a cli-
ent that had a comic book feel,” he said. 
“That’s when I fell in love with comics 
again. Coincidentally, while reading the 
Bible, it occurred to me that, hey, these 
are comic book stories. So I put together 
my own first comic, “Korah’s Rebellion,’ 
adapted from the Old Testament.”
At the time, he said, I didn’t think anyone 
else would be interested in Christian com-
ics. “Then I got on the Internet, and wow. 
There’s a lot of interest out there.”
While goats are in his past, today he’s 
shepherding an entire new industry that 
has him working long hours seven days 
a week.
But what may be even more arduous is 
capturing an audience, both secular and 
Christian.
“Comic books are entertainment, so the 
stories, the characters and the art work 
have to be compelling,” he said.  “Just 
because Christian is attached to the name 
doesn’t mean it’s boring.”
There’s another hurdle: When’s the 
last time you’ve seen a comic book? 
”One reason you don’t see kids reading 
comic books today is that drug stores and 
grocery stores—where previous genera-
tions of kids bought them—don’t carry 
them anymore. In the Sixties, the price 
of comics wasn’t enough to compete for 
space on news stands with higher priced 
magazines and newspapers. So they were, 
in effect, booted off the stands, resurfacing 
in specialty comic stores, usually located 
in out-of-the-way locations in darkly lit 
shops.”
One of Community Comics objectives 
is to get their comics into Christian book-
stores, which outnumber comic book stores 
two-to-one. But that means overcoming the 
dark reputation comics have acquired in 
even the secular market.
“The bottom line,” he said, “is that if this 
faith of ours is true, that our God is the cre-
ator of the universe yet cares for each and 
every one of us, then we’ve got the corner 
on some really great stories, the best stories 
ever told. What else could a comic illustra-
tor want?”
To learn more about Christian comics, 
visit:  www.communitycomics.com
By GLENN TORNELL
 Special to The Advocate
Back Page Thursday, March 2, 2006
❒ KOOSER, from front
Kooser’s visit also comes dur-
ing an important year for the 
McGrath series: its twenty year 
anniversary. Vinz explained 
that, because of MSUM’s strong 
English writing and MFA creative 
writing programs, it only makes 
sense to “expose ourselves to a 
variety of writes and creative 
genres every year.”
Brining the writers to MSUM is 
not a problem, according to Vinz, 
because more than half of the 
visiting writers he and McGrath 
co-director Thom Tammaro have 
heard, seen or personally known 
throughout the years.
For example, Vinz and Kooser 
had been acquaintances back in 
the seventies when the latter edit-
ed "The New Salt Creek Reader," a 
Nebraskan poetry magazine, and 
the former worked up here on 
"The Dacotah Territory." Sending 
poems back and forth to each 
other eventually lead to a corre-
spondence, which lead to a visit to 
Nebraska by Vinz and his family 
one summer.
“I’ve read all of his work,” Vinz 
said. “One of the main reasons I’ve 
always taken a particular delight 
in Ted’s work is that he so clearly 
loves the Nebraska landscape he 
writes about and is so consistently 
adept at finding the marvelous in 
the mundane.”
After Kooser’s reading, poet 
Susan Carol Hauser will conclude 
the list of visiting writers for the 
spring 2006 semester. Much like 
her predecessor, she can also and 
nonfiction to her writing resume, 
including "Meant to Be Read Out 
Loud" and "Full Moon: Reflections 
on Turning Fifty."
“We average anywhere from six 
to eight writers a year. One thing, 
and I don’t want to jinx this, is 
that we have never had to cancel 
a reading sue to bad weather. I 
think that’s amazing in itself.”
For safety and superstitious 
purposes, Vinz did knock on the 
wood of his desk while saying 
this, though whether he jinxed the 
McGrath series or not is still yet to 
be determined.
Meehlhause can be reached  
at meehlhke@mnstate.edu.
Hamilton believes this new 
opportunity will be another great 
way for professors to connect 
with students. 
“This generation is extremely 
good at this,” he said. “We have 
to acknowledge that and utilize 
it.”
The program will not only help 
professors organize lectures, but 
will assist students in organizing 
their notes.
“People learn in different 
ways,” Hamilton said. “This is 
just another way to learn. If you 
weren’t quite sure of your notes, 
there’s the lecture in your ear.”
MSUM senior, Julian Lile, is 
excited about the idea.
“I think that’s a great opportu-
nity for students,” he said. “I’m 
always listening to my iPod or 
downloading Podcasts. I’ll defi-
nitely use it.”
MSUM students will be among 
the first in the country to sample 
files from the iTunes University. 
Along with downloading lec-
tures, students will also be able to 
view media related to the univer-
sity. There will also be Podcasts 
including the history of the uni-
versity and images of the cam-
pus.
“The imagination is the only 
limit,” Hamilton said. “That’s the 
beauty of it.”
Johnk can be reached 
at johnkas@mnstate.edu.
Alumnus helps Christian comics' rebirth
❒ ITUNES, from front
